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Welcome to ACCION San Diego's   
February newsletter! We are pleased to 
use these newsletters to keep our clients, 
partners and friends informed so that we 
can continue to serve our community in 
the best way possible.  

In this issue:  

:: $10 Million!  

:: Women LEAD  

:: Smart Money Summit & Expo  

:: Visit Cathedral in Hillcrest  

:: Community Partnership Spotlight  

:: ACCION VOLUNTEERS  

 

 

Saturday, April 14th 10am - 3pm  

San Diego City Concourse  

202 C Street San Diego, CA 92101  

A one day FREE event on financial literacy, featuring workshops designed 

to inform and increase the financial knowledge of San Diego residents. 

Workshop titles include:  

"How to Make Your Money Work for You"  

"Homeownership in San Diego"  

 "Credit Reconstruction/ Increasing Your FICO Score"  

"Responsible Budgeting"  

"Predatory Lending"  

Since inception in 1994, ACCION San Diego, 

has disbursed $10 million dollars in loans to 

local microentrepreneurs who otherwise lack 

access to traditional forms of credit. These 

business owners may have start -up 

businesses, past credit barriers, lack of 

collateral or financial history, but they still 

have a dream and ACCION San Diego is 

proud to help them develop that dream into 

action.   ACCION San Diego clients range 

from seamstresses and child care providers 

to swap -meet vendors and restaurant 

owners, all taking a chance as 

microentrepreneurs working hard to build a 

better future. To date the organization has 

provided over 2,000 small business loans to 

more than 1,200 microentrepreneurs.  

"This is a tremendous milestone for ACCION 

San Diego and the small business 

community.   We are so pleased to have been 

able to support this many local 

entrepreneurs all of whom contribute to the 

vibrancy of our City," says Patti Mason, 

$10 Million Milestone  

for ACCION San Diego 

 Make Your Voice Count!    

Join other women in a supportive environment 

to learn about health care reform, and how you 

can be included in this important discussion.   

Tuesday, April 17, 2007, 10am - 2pm  

Jacobs Center at Market Creek Plaza  

5160 Federal Blvd. San Diego, CA  

Have you or someone you love had a hard 

time getting health care?  

Is the cost of health care taking a toll on 

your family's finances?  

Is your family delaying needed care because 

it is too expensive?  

Do you work in a job without adequate 

health benefits?  

Are you afraid you might lose your health 

coverage?  

If you answered YES to any of these questions, 

RSVP today!  

RSVP by APRIL 6, 2007  

Spanish/Chinese interpretation and lunch will be 

provided.  

EMAIL: ayoung@bcaction.org  

PHONE:  (415) 243 -9301 x13  

Smart Money Summit & Expo 

Women LEAD for Health Event 

mailto:ayoung@bcaction.org


        

As you walk into Cathedral on University 

Avenue in Hillcrest, you are overcome by a 

calming aroma in this menagerie of scents. 

Owner Amy Capano comments that if she 

could bottle the combined scent and ambiance 

in her store she would be a millionaire. This 

soothing environment is where Amy has called 

home (at least during business hours) for the 

past twelve years.   It had always been a 

dream of Amy's to start her own retail business 

but she was undecided on the products she 

would most enjoy selling.   Her first venture 

was in clothing retail, but as she personally 

began buying candles and home decor, she 

found that her passion was in the home 

accessories niche.   She acquired Cathedral's 

current location on University and Fourth 

Avenue at a time when the immediately surrounding area was less than attractive.   Amy took a 

chance on the location, and her landlord admittedly took a chance on her novelty shop, but soon 

more and more people where drawn into Cathedral. Now that Hillcrest has become the hotspot for 

trendy shops and restaurants, Cathedral's location is one of the most enviable in the city.  
Amy travels the country twice a year to go to trade shows and scope out the latest trends in home 

accessories to identify new suppliers for the San Diego market. She also does a lot of research to 

stay ahead of her competition;   she often finds that the latest fashions in home decor are already 

selling -out at her store when others are barely getting them in stock.   Although Cathedral specializes 

as a high -end candle boutique, the shopper can find other home items including lamps, shelves, 

vases and tables. Whether you are a fanatic of the traditional and classic or a collector of the eclectic 

and modern, you can't walk out of Cathedral without yearning to take many items home with you.  
Last spring Cathedral faced the challenge of finding additional capital to pay for inventory.  Amy's 

accountant suggested she contact ACCION after her bank would not extend more credit. Amy used 

her $10,000 loan from ACCION to pay for additional inventory and offer San Diegans a larger taste 

of Cathedral's style.  
"I had 12 years of experience with my business and a solid customer base and yet the banks didn't 

see it. I wanted something so simple and ACCION was the only one who believed in me," says Amy.  

Cathedral Offers a Relaxing Experience You Can Take Home  

  The mission of ABA is to unite and empower the 

Asian Pacific  

American business community by creating 

opportunities for professional development and 

economic growth in San Diego.  

ABA facilitates the growth and development of 

member businesses through ongoing entrepreneurial 

education, communication and business networking 

programs. One major goal is to enable members to 

participate fully in San Diego's economic 

development, without regard for race, color, creed or 

national origin.  

ABA was founded in 1990, and has grown to its 

current membership of over 400 members. A non -

profit 501(c)(6) organization, ABA is funded by 

membership dues, corporate sponsorships, and the 

City and County of San Diego.  

Asian Business Association of San Diego  

 We now have a group of 

dedicated volunteers who are eager to 

help our clients in many areas such as  

 

accounting  

business management  

financials  

Microsoft Office  

QuickBooks  

 

Any Client who wishes to take advantage 

of these services can contact his or her 
loan officer for more information.  

**Volunteers Available 

 to help you!**  


